Commercial Craft Beer Competition

Style Placement Guide & Category Guidance

This guide is meant to help competitors correctly categorize their beer entries and provides clarification on
some common style questions.

Q: I made an American IPA with orange zest. Is that an Experimental Beer?

A: No. The fruit takes precedence. This should be entered in the Fruit Beer category, listing IPA as the base
style and orange zest as the specialty ingredient.

Q: I have an American Barleywine aged with bourbon chips (not a barrel). Does it still go in
American Barleywine?

A: No. This should be entered in Wood-Aged Beer (Spirits), claiming Barleywine as the base style. Chips
still count as spirit wood-aging.

Q: I made an Italian Pilsner. There’s no category—does this go in Experimental?
A: No. Enter this as German Pils, and note "Italian Pilsner" in the entry comments.
Q: What about a Rye IPA?

A: Enter this in the Rye Beer category. While some competitions offer a Rye IPA category, this competition
groups rye-forward beers together. Depending on entry counts, it may be combined with Alternative Grain
Beers.

Q: You created a Double Hazy IPA category, but it was later combined. Why?

A: Categories with low entry count may be collapsed to ensure fair and meaningful judging. In this case, a
total of three entries required the category to be merged.

Tips for Competitors
« Prioritize specialty ingredients when categorizing your beer.
- If a category is unclear, reference the base style first and clarify the variation in your entry comments.

« Low-entry categories may be combined; this does not affect judging quality.

Questions? We are here to help: Commercialbeer@calexpo.com



